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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Comair et al. US 
patent no. 6,563,503 Bl. 

-Regarding claim 1, Comair et al. teaches an animation infrastructure supporting timed 
modification of element property values (see column 9, lines 23-26 and 34-39), the animation 
infrastructure comprising: an animation object class providing a tirne-varying value definition 
(see column 9, lines 23-49) and including an interface 658 (see fig. 18, column 15, lines 1-7) 
supporting designating: animation behavior properties (see fig 7, column 10, lines 18-36); 
timing properties (see fig 7, column 10, lines 18-33); a set of commands controlling the 
progression of the animation (see figs. 2A, 6 and 9, column 9, line 66-column 10, Hne 16); a set 
of events for providing notifications relating to the status of the animation object (see figs. 6, 9 
and 18, column 11, lines 9-65). 

-Regarding claim 2, Comair et al. teaches an animiation infrastructure further comprising 
an animation collection object class providing a container for a set of animation objects created 
from the animation object class (see figs. 2-5, 14 and 15, column 8, lines 28-51), the animation 
collection object class including an interface (see fig. 17, column 13, line 63-column 14, line 
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22) supporting designating: animation collection properties (see column 14, line 61 -column 15, 
line 7) defining: the set of animation objects within an animation collection object (see figs, 3-7, 
column 8, lines 27-51); a current status of the animation collection object (see fig. 2, column 4, 
lines 20-34); and animation collection methods for: configuring the set of animation objects 
within the animation collection object (see figs. 14 and 15, column 13, lines 11-45); and 
retrieving a current animation collection value derived fi-om individual values provided by the 
set of animation objects (see figs. 6, 9 and 14, column 13, lines 1 1-45). 

-Regarding claim 3, Comair et al. teaches an animation infrastructure further comprising 
a key frame object class for specifying a key frame property within an animation object, the key 
frame object class including: a set of properties enabling designating: a key spline; a key time; 
and a value (see fig. 15, column 13, lines 11-45). 

-Regarding claim 4, Comair et al teaches an animation infrastructure further comprising 
a key frame collection object class for specifying a set of key frame objects for specifying a 
sequence of frames within a timeline for an animation object (see fig. 15, column 13, lines 1 1- 
45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertams. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Comair et al. 
US patent no. 6,563,503 Bl. 
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-Regarding claims 5-9, Comair et al. does not directly teach an animation infrastructure 
wherein a float animation objects class provides a time changing floating-point value, a double 
animation objects class provides a time-changing double precision floating point value, a 
rectangle animation object class provides a time-changing top, left position of a defined 
rectangle, a color animation objects class provides a time-changing color value, and a Boolean 
animation class provides a time-changing Boolean value. However these functions are well 
known in the art, therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to use said functions in combination with Comair et al, because it allows for more 
accurate modeUng of the real world (see column 2, lines 18-31). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to ^plicant's 
disclosure. 

US patent no. 6,621,431 
US patent no. 6,546,397 Bl 
US patent no. 6,522,333 Bl 
US patent no. 6,404,438 Bl 
US patent no. 6,369,821 B2 
US patent no. 6,331,861 Bl 
US patent no. 6,256,048 Bl 
US patent no. 6,232,988 Bl 
US patent no. 5,946,002 
US patent no. 5,416,899 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Enrique L Santiago whose telephone number is (571) 272-7648. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:00 A M. to 3:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Zimmerman whose telephone number is (571) 272-7653, can be reached on 
Monday to Friday from 7:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

703 872-9306 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to [Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor] (Receptionist). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Enrique L. Santiago 
June 21, 2005 




